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nine Federal agencies serving millions
of Americans shut their doors. The
shutdown occurred after a short-term
funding resolution expired and Repub-
licans failed to pass a fair and equi-
table funding bill for the various agen-
cies.

The cost to the taxpayers of this
budget failure increases every day that
the impasse continues. As the Govern-
ment shutdown enters its 20th day and
the cost of that shutdown to the Amer-
ican taxpayer is $50 million each busi-
ness day, citizens from southwest Geor-
gia are also experiencing this shutdown
in other ways.

My constituents are fed up with a
shutdown that stops money for the
Older Americans Senior Citizens Cen-
ter, a facility that has provided needed
services such as meals and transpor-
tation, Meals on Wheels for many sen-
ior citizens in Macon, GA; a shutdown
that stopped 40 students and teachers
from Whigam Elementary School in
Whigam, GA from touring the White
House, the FBI, the Smithsonian Insti-
tute, and from laying a wreath at the
tomb of the unknown soldier at Arling-
ton National Cemetery after a 2-year
fund-raising effort on their part; a
shutdown that stops access to pass-
ports for members of the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church who want to
travel to South Africa to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the founding of
their church in that country, a Mercer
University student from Cordele, GA,
who earned a fellowship to study this
semester in England; and for a
Kendrick High School student in Co-
lumbus who could not go to Japan on a
nonrefundable ticket that she worked a
year to purchase, all because she could
not get a passport because of the shut-
down; a shutdown that stops many
Federal workers from paying house
payments, utility bills, car notes, and
from buying food and medication for
family members.

Mr. Speaker, this is immoral and un-
conscionable. Enough is enough. It is
time for Republicans to offer a funding
bill, a fair and equitable funding bill
that will reopen the Government and
still continue the budget negotiations.
Americans have been away from their
jobs long enough and without services
long enough.

Mr. Speaker, the House should take
up and pass H.R. 1643 to end the shut-
down of the Government, to return
Federal workers to work and restore
needed services to American citizens.
Then we should pass a fair and equi-
table balanced budget, 7 years, using
CBO numbers, without a tax cut until
the budget is balanced.
f

CONGRESS NEEDS TO FINISH ITS
WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. (Mr.
METCALF). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Mary-
land [Mr. CARDIN] is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I have the
opportunity to travel back to my dis-

trict every day. I live close enough to
home to be able to do that, and I have
the chance to talk to my constituents
every day and learn firsthand of the
hardships that are being caused be-
cause of our failure to do our work and
get our budget passed on time.

I have had a chance to talk to the
people at our veterans hospital, in
which supplies are dangerously low, af-
fecting the quality of health care for
our veterans; where money for trans-
portation for rehabilitation services is
not available to take care of our veter-
ans’ needs.

I received a telephone call from a
constituent in Howard County, MD who
has a FHA-insured mortgage and wants
to participate in the mortgage assign-
ment program but cannot find anyone
at HUD to make that review because of
the furloughs in that agency.

I have talked to a small business
owner who trains SSA employees,
whose classrooms are closed because of
our inability to fund appropriations for
that agency. The small business owner
is in danger of laying off many of his
employees and closing his operation.

This morning I had coffee with a law
enforcement officer who is working
without pay, whose life is on the line
every day, who made some arrests yes-
terday. I talked to that law enforce-
ment officer for some time. He ex-
plained to me the morale issues within
his agency.

How do you explain some people
working without pay, some people not
working without pay, and Federal tax-
payers paying their taxes and not re-
ceiving Government services? You can-
not explain that to our constituents. It
is unfair, it is wrong. It is unfair to
Federal workers, it is unfair to Federal
taxpayers.

And now we hear that the Committee
on Rules has recommended a rule that
will allow the Speaker to give recess
authority so that we will go home with
our Federal workers still on furlough,
without getting our work done. That is
wrong and should not be allowed.

Mr. Speaker, I have taken this time
this evening to inform my colleagues
of a resolution that I am filing. This
resolution will prohibit us going into a
recess or adjournment during any pe-
riod of a lapsed appropriation for the
Federal Government. We should not
leave here until we have gotten our
work done. It would be unconscionable
for us to leave with the appropriations
not available to keep Federal offices
open.

I hope my colleagues will join me and
cosponsor this resolution to make it
clear that we will stay here until we
get our work done.

Our first order should be to pass a
continuing resolution. We should have
done that 20 days ago. We should do
that first, open up the Government of-
fices, allow Federal taxpayers to get
their services for the taxes that they
have paid. That should be our first
order.

After we have done that, we should
negotiate in good faith, be willing to

compromise for a budget that, yes, is
balanced in 7 years but also protects
the priorities that are important to the
people of this Nation.

In doing that, I think we do have the
framework to reach a bipartisan agree-
ment on a budget. Look at the coali-
tion budget that now is getting much
praise. Many of us have been speaking
for a long time in favor of that ap-
proach and have been looking for help
for our colleagues in this House and
the Senate. That particular budget pro-
vides the opportunity for us to balance
the budget within 7 years and hold true
to the priorities that are important to
the American people.

But we will never get that oppor-
tunity unless we restore decent order
in our community. That requires us on
a bipartisan basis tonight to pass a
continuing resolution so that Federal
workers can work and that our tax-
payers can get the services that they
have paid for.

I hope that we can find that biparti-
san cooperation in this House so that
we can do the people’s work, open Gov-
ernment back up and then move for-
ward with the budget of this country.
f

DEMOCRATS TO CONTINUE TO
FIGHT TO SUPPORT MIDDLE
CLASS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. CLEMENT]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I join
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
CARDIN] in his legislation because I feel
strongly we must stay here until we
get the job completed. Part of that as-
signment is to get the Federal workers
back to work because this partial shut-
down surely does not make any sense
at all.

As a Member of Congress, I have had
the opportunity to vote in support of a
balanced budget amendment and I am
proud of it, and we passed it in the
House of Representatives. It failed by
one vote in the U.S. Senate.

Since I have been a Member of Con-
gress, I have also had the opportunity
to support and vote for a line-item
veto, and why the Republicans and the
Republican leadership would hold it up
now simply because we have a Demo-
cratic President, and the same Repub-
licans year after year when we had a
Republican President in office wanted
a line-item veto, and now when we
have the opportunity, that window of
opportunity to have a line-item veto,
we do not have it because the Repub-
licans have held it up.

We have not gotten much credit in
the last few years for cutting the budg-
et deficits in half, but we have accom-
plished that objective by working to-
gether. We have downsized the mili-
tary. The cold war is over. That is a
major achievement for the U.S. Con-
gress and something we all ought to be
proud of. We have downsized the Fed-
eral Government. We needed to do it.
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